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Protective Apparel,
Safety Equipment,
Emergency Procedures,
and First Aid

A variety of specialized clothing and equipment is commercially available
for use in the laboratory. The proper use of these items will minimize or
eliminate exposure to the hazards associated with many laboratory
operations. The primary goal of laboratory safety procedures is the
prevention of accidents and emergencies. However, accidents and emer-
gencies may nonetheless occur and, at such times, proper safety equipment
and correct emergency procedures can help minimize injuries or damage.
Every laboratory worker should be familiar with the location and proper
use of the available protective apparel and safety equipment and with
emergency procedures. Instruction on the proper use of such equipment,
emergency procedures, and first aid should be available to everyone who
might need it.
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GENERAL EYE-PROTECTION POLICY

Eye protection must be required for all personnel and any visitors present
in locations where chemicals are stored or handled. No one should enter
any laboratory without appropriate eye protection.

Conference rooms, libraries, offices, microscope rooms in which
chemicals are not in use, and similar rooms are not normally eye-
protection areas. However, at any time when chemicals are used in such
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